
 



CAST 

*Master of Fine Arts Candidate 

Bonnets: 
(How Ladies of Good Breeding Are Induced to Murder) 

By Jen Silverman 

LighƟng Design 
Rachel Lauren 

Sound Design 
Jason Painter Price 

Dramaturg 
Margo Skornia 

Stage Manager 
Mia Taylor 

Directed By 
Ann Folino White 

Assistant Directors 
Brandon Drap  Harley Harris 

 
Musical Director  

Jason Painter Price 

God 
Claire 

Valerie 
Laurent 

Mrs. WolcoƩ 
GeorgeƩe 

Webster 
Prudence 
ForƟtude 

Daniel 
Mistress Stone 

Understudy Prudence 
Understudy ForƟtude 

Michala Peltz 
Claire Wilcher* 
Zaria Aikens 
Sharon Combs* 
Taylor Mueller 
Chloe Brandt 
Abigail Byrne 
Carly Wilson 
Leslie Miller 
Samantha Campbell 
Gabrielle Mack 
Kiersten Wilcher 
Kaitlyn Kelley 

Design Scenic Design  
Ranae Selmeyer 

ProperƟes Master 
Jordan House 

The Understudies will perform on  
Tuesday, March 17 at 7:30pm and Saturday, March 21 at 2pm 

The show runs approximately 69 minutes, with no intermission. 

 



D®Ù��ãÊÙ’Ý NÊã� 
Our contemporary stages are haunted by the limited imaginaƟon of playwrights past 
when it comes to what a woman is. Bonnets: (How Ladies of Good Breeding Are Induced 
to Murder) savages reducƟve archetypes from historical stages and socieƟes, the legacies 
of which we live with today. The play makes an improper mess of the sweet ingénue/
sultry vixen, the faithful wife/harping shrew, the doƟng mother/overbearing matriarch, 
to name just a few.  
 
As part of the Big Ten Theatre ConsorƟum’s iniƟaƟve to commission plays by female 
playwrights about women, Jen Silverman’s Bonnets challenges us to re-envision women 
as fallible, truly kind, rude, brave, anxious, smart— ya know, complex humans; 
individuals who are never just one thing, good or bad, all the damn Ɵme. I think of the 
play this way: try forcing Joan JeƩ or Joan of Arc (or any woman in the MSU Department 
of Theatre) into a corset, tell her to behave, and see what she does. 
 

— Ann Folino White 

DÙ�Ã�ãçÙ¦’Ý NÊã� 
Although Jen Silverman’s work spans two centuries, we see threads of anger, frustraƟon, 
and feminine rage in each story. This anger is realized by the furious punk song the 
Bonnets sing.  
 
Punk ideology is, at its heart, the noƟon that we have the right to define ourselves. Punk 
arƟsts shaƩered convenƟons of music, appearance, and dress. Female punk arƟsts, 
especially, used punk to set their own standards of femininity; their aggressive music and 
unconvenƟonal haircuts were a rejecƟon of societal expectaƟons. They used ugliness to 
reclaim their autonomy.  
 
As the story progresses, the Bonnets get further and further in their rock song. By the 
end, God herself has joined in. It’s as though She recognizes herself in the alienated, 
lonely women we see onstage. At first, She tries to keep them on a leash, but by the end 
of the play, She, too, is overcome with anger and gives them Her permission to burn the 
whole place to the ground.  
 

 
—Margo Skornia 

 

 
Director Pre-Show Discussion on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 1:15pm 

 
Post-show Discussion on Thursday, March 19 (following the performance) 



 

PROVISIONAL LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

WHAT ARE LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS?  

 

 



  

Technical Director 
ProducƟon Manager  

Costume Shop Supervisor 
Scene Shop Supervisor 

Assistant Stage Managers 
Assistant Scenic Design 

InƟmacy and Fight Director 
Assistant Fight Director  

Assistant InƟmacy Director 
Fight Captain 
Paint Charge 

Master Electrician and Sound Engineer 
Light Board Operator 

Sound Board Operator 
House Manager 
Deck Crew Chief 

Costume Crew Chief 
Costume Shop Technicians 

 
 
 

Scene Shop  
 
 

Crew 
Publicity 

Fiscal Officer 
Photographer 

Program 

Mark Willoughby 
Laura Scales  
Angie Wendelberger 
Levi Galloway 
Maris Keller, Audrey Warren 
Jordan House 
Alexis Black 
Mack Marshall 
Claire Wilcher 
Michala Peltz 
Ranae Selmeyer 
Griffin Irish* 
Ketura Bradford 
Mitchell Miller 
Maeyson Menzel 
Stephanie Reyes 
Deedee Whitman 
Zech Saenz*,  Jenna Gove*, Griffin Irish*, 
Ketura Le’Audrey,  Gabi MarƟn, Cami Ernst, 
Eli Drake, Jade Jaarda, Madelyn Eischer,  
Chantel Booker 
Grace Foiles*, Brandon Barker, Michael 
Gault, Cole Dzubak, Maris Keller, Collin 
Schy, Emma Kolakowski, Evan Peterson 
Students of THR 111 
Abbie Tykocki 
Sherry Stevens 
Charles Benoit 
Brian de Vries 

Karen Kangas-Preston 
Shannon Schweitzer 
Ranae Selmeyer 
Tina Newhauser 
Dan Smith 

Costume, Hair, and Makeup Design  
LighƟng Design 

ProperƟes 
Stage Management 

Dramaturgy 




